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It is known that the raw material of Digitalis lanata L. is a rich source of different 
cardiac glycosides. The content of these compounds in dried raw material is 0.8-1.1%. 
Developing the method of isolation of their aglycones based on the extraction of the 
aerial parts raw material of the plant with ethyl alcohol, isolation of polar components 
sum with i-BuOH, hydrolysis of the sum with 5% solution of sulfuric acid in water – 
1,3-dioxane 1:1 and chromatography of the hydrolysis product on alumina, we have 
found that the raw material is also a rich source of spirostanol tigogenin, that has been 
previously isolated from Digitalis lanata L. extract. The method used by us is very 
convenient for isolation of pure tigogenin from Digitalis lanata L. and allowed us to 
isolate this compound with a yield of 0.5% of the raw material dry weight. 

Some transformations of tigogenin and aspects of biological activity of this 
compound and their derivatives are discussed. 


